Climate-neutral
production gains
traction across
member
iIndustries

lass bottle manufactur-
ing across Europe and
the UK is progressing
towards climate-neutral produc-
tion, supported by new evidence
indicating measurable results. The
Decarbonisation Report 2025
published by European Container

Glass Federation confirms that
the transition to low-carbon glass
manufacturing is already under-
way across Europe. Its findings
align closely with the Glass Sector
Net Zero Strategy 2050 devel-
oped by British Glass, demon-
strating a coordinated approach

based on investment, innovation
and the deployment of emissions-
reducing solutions.

The combined findings of both
reports point to a sector moving
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Coursing a path towards net-zero

European glass containerindu
annual strategic repld

carbon alternat

this includes substantial capitalinve
well as affordable accesstogreen energy.

from ambition to implementation.
Manufacturers across FEurope
and the UK are introducing new
technologies, improving energy
efficiency and reshaping produc-
tion processes. Electrification
is emerging as a key pathway
for reducing combustion emis-
sions, with companies working
to increase the share of furnace
energy derived from electricity.
All-electric and hybrid furnac-
es are already being deployed,
achieving emissions reductions
of up to 60 percent in certain
applications. Where full electrifi-
cation is not yet feasible, alterna-
tive fuels such as hydrogen and
biogas are being explored to fur-
ther lower emissions. Circularity
remains a central strength of the
sector. More than 80 percent
of glass packaging in Europe is

collected for recycling, contribut-
ing to lower energy demand and
reduced emissions during manu-
facturing. These developments
reflect the trajectory outlined in
the UK strategy, reinforcing a
shared commitment to acceler-
ating innovation and achieving
climate-neutral production.

packaging for the
stry necessitates an urgent,
cement of old furnaces with low-

ives. As detailed inarecent report by FEVE,
stment of 20 billion, as

GLASS IS A PERMANENT,
ENDLESSLY RECYCLABLE
MATERIAL

The coordinated progress of
the sector also highlights its
resilience during a critical
period for European industry.
Glass, as a permanent and end-
lessly recyclable material, plays
a key role in supply chains
across food, beverage, pharma-
ceutical and cosmetics sectors.
Advancing towards climate-
neutral production supports
the long-term sustainability of
these industries while helping to
safeguard skilled manufactur-
ing jobs and maintain competi-
tiveness in global markets. Dr
Nick Kirk, Federation Director
at British Glass, noted that
the findings demonstrate tan-
gible progress, with both UK
and European sectors aligned
in their efforts to deliver real
emissions reductions and move
towards climate-neutral pro-
duction.
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Both reports emphasise that,
although technological path-
ways are now established, scal-
ing them across the industry
depends on supportive policy
and infrastructure. Barriers to
electrification include grid con-
nection costs and timelines, as
well as the capital investment
required for new furnaces and
the higher operational cost of
electricity. Ensuring adequate
grid capacity and prioritised
connections for energy-inten-
sive industries will be critical,
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particularly as furnaces reach
replacement cycles. Alternative
fuels will also contribute to fur-
ther emissions reductions. The
UK has introduced mechanisms
to support hydrogen produc-
tion for industrial use at costs
comparable to natural gas.
Additional measures, includ-
ing support for biomethane and
its treatment within emissions
trading systems, could further
accelerate progress. The report
identifies 2025 as a transition
phase, in which decarbonisation
pathways have been technically
validated and multiple solutions
are emerging. The next stage
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Decarbonisation
of glass packaging
1s underway

r,

will focus on full-scale deploy-
ment, dependent on infrastruc-
ture readiness, regulatory frame-
works and strategic investment.
The overall message is clear:
the glass industry is already
implementing the technologies
required for net zero and is posi-
tioned to accelerate further with
appropriate policy support.
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GLASSONL

GlassOnline.com
offers a full
multi-media
experience
across
channels and
platforms

DAILY
NEWS

Daily news from around

the world of glass: industry,
economy and finance,
management, projects,
systems, innovations,
products, events, etc.

DAILY
NEWSLETTER

Over 7,600 registered users
receive the newsletter -
with a worldwide news
service - five days a week.

VIDEO
INTERVIEW

GlassOnline, Glass Industry
Network (Linkedin page)
and our chanel Youtube,
will host and promote

your company videos and
video interviews to a large
professional audience

FOCUS ON

A service dedicated

to companies that want

to publish articlesin real
time on case histories,
special company events
and celebrations, business
agreements and production
innovations, etc.

OUR
PUBLICATIONS

All our publications

are available free-of-charge
in digital desktop format,
iPhone / iPad and Android
mobile systems or

in pdf format




