
SPACERS

Paris Pathé Palace 
rocks thanks to 
EDGETECH’s 
Super Spacer®  

With applications ranging from 

automated large-scale production and 

structural glazing to organic shapes 

and monument protection, Quanex 

Company EDGETECH now proudly flags 

its flexible Super Spacer® for any 

ambitious building project - even the 

most challenging.
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Besides increasing ener-
gy efficiency and room 
comfort, with the ris-

ing demand for outstanding 
aesthetics, processing quality 
and production-related ad-
vantages, warm-edge spac-
ers begin to fulfil many more 
functions today. It explains 
why they were used in the 
restoration and modernisa-
tion of the magnificent Pathé 

Palace in Paris, a build-
ing from the Parisian Belle 
Époque, by Renzo Piano 
Building Workshop.

SUCCESSFUL 
TRANSFORMATION 
OF AN ICONIC FILM 
VENUE
Paris’ Pathé Palace at the in-
tersection of Boulevard des 
Capucines and Rue de la 
Chaussée d’Antin has been 



a cultural landmark for over 
150 years now. Originally 
opened in 1869 as a vaude-
ville theatre, it was converted 
into a cinema by Paramount 
in 1927 and later trans-
formed into a luxurious film 
palace by Renzo Piano on 
behalf of the Pathé Group. 
The new Pathé Palace boasts 
seven state-of-the-art audito-
riums with LED screens and 
heated, adjustable leather 
seats. At the same time, the 
golden age of Parisian Belle 
Époque and widescreen cin-
ema has been brought back 
to life. Instead of streaming 
from the comfort of your 
own home, an exclusive con-
cierge service awaits. Behind 
the rotunda façade, charac-
terised by three curved win-
dows between pairs of neo-
classical columns, is the Art 
Deco-style bar. Designed by 
Jacques Grange, a conspicu-
ously renowned interior 

and stabilise the filigree mul-
lion-transom system for the 
glazing, façade builder Josef 
Gartner constructed a light 
grey, painted steel structure.

SUPER SPACER®: 
FLEXIBLE FOR 
DIFFICULT 
GEOMETRIES, 
LIGHT GREY FOR 
TRANSPARENCY
Gartner and the renowned 
bending specialists at Döring 

designer, it offers a breath-
taking view of the vibrant 
theatre district in Paris’ 9th 
arrondissement.

LIGHT AND 
TRANSPARENCY - AN 
INTIMATE DUO
This quote by Renzo Piano 
encapsulates the design leit-
motif of many of his build-
ings. The Pathé Palace was 
therefore completely gutted 
and extensively glazed at 
street level. The building’s 
transparency is intended to 
invite the city to enter the 
light-flooded atrium, ‘the 
piazza’. Only the striking 
dome, rotunda and natural 
stone façade from the Belle 
Époque period were recon-
structed. In accordance with 
official specifications, some 
interior elements such as 
the grooved marble, stucco 
work and cast-iron banisters 
also had to be integrated into 

the redesign. An inverted 
glass pyramid dominates the 
300-square-metre ‘piazza’ 
behind the entrance area. 
Measuring just 45 square 
metres at its base, this ele-
gant glass and steel structure 
expands to a width of 29 me-
tres, creating a clear opening 
of 154 square metres and al-
lowing natural light to flood 
into the building five storeys 
deep. The 1,200-square-
metre, 150-tonne interior 
façade is suspended. To hold 
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Glass developed a technical-
ly complex insulating glass 
construction for the corners. 
The 28 double cylindrically 
curved rectangular panes 
ranged in dimension from 
1638 x 5546 mm to 1663 
x 3440 mm. The 44- and 
46-degree bends each form a 
90-degree corner with a flat 
section in between, followed 
by a short straight section af-
ter the bends.
The radii range from 100 to 
150 millimetres, depending 
on the bend. The inner and 
outer panes are made of 12 
mm laminated safety glass 
composed of extra-clear 
DIAMANT® float glass and 
PVB film. A 10-millimetre-
wide Super Spacer® TriSeal™ 
Premium Plus spacer in 
‘light grey’ was used in the 
space between the panes. 
The architects had specified 
a grey spacer for the entire 
glass pyramid. As it virtually 
merges with the glass, the 
spacer plays its part in real-
ising Renzo Piano’s vision of 
an atmosphere of light, airi-
ness and transparency.
As Sales Manager at Döring 
Glass Martin Lenz empha-
sises: ‘Super Spacer TriSeal 
Premium is ideal for difficult 

geometries as it can adapt 
flexibly to any contour. For-
tunately, Edgetech allows for 
individual colour selection, 
so we were able to meet all 
the technical specifications 
without any problems.’
Joachim Stoss, Edgetech Eu-
rope’s Vice President of In-
ternational Sales, adds: ‘We 
have a long-standing part-
nership with Döring Glass. 
We are delighted that our Su-
per Spacer enables us to ful-
fil even the most demanding 
architectural requirements in 
terms of edge seal aesthet-
ics. Curved glass is finding 
more and more applications 

in architecture as it enables 
the creation of fluid, organic 
shapes. The fine art of glass 
bending and the production 
of free-form glass are integral 
to parametrically planned 
building envelopes.’
Super Spacer® flexible spac-
ers are optimum for curved 
glass, as they can adapt to 
complex curves and radii. 
However, they also offer 
advantages for flat glaz-
ing. Their elasticity reduces 
stress in the edge seal and 
distributes forces evenly, 
thereby minimising the risk 
of breakage. During pro-

duction, they facilitate pre-
cise application - even with 
tight radii. They also absorb 
hardly any climatic loads, 
which relieves the edge seal 
even further. They ensure 
maximum accuracy and 
parallelism of the panes, 
as well as clean edges, with 
both automated and man-
ual processing - particularly 
with large format insulat-
ing glass elements. Says 
Christoph Rubel, technol-
ogy expert at Edgetech:  
‘Super Spacer® has several 
key properties that make it 
ideal for clean corner forma-



79GTI 4/2025

tion in the edge seal. Apply-
ing it from the roll enables 
precise 45-degree transi-
tions. Thanks to its elasticity, 
the silicone structural foam 
can adapt better to the cor-
ners of the glass, ensuring an 
even surface without the risk 
of bubbles forming.’ 

THE BOULEVARD DES 
CAPUCINES SEEN 
THROUGH DOUBLE-
CURVED XL GLASS
For the Pathé Palace’s 
rotunda façade, Döring 
combined and realised 
two further manufac-

turing challenges with  
Super Spacer®: large for-
mat curved double glaz-
ing, with the largest piece 
measuring 963 by 4,811 
millimetres and compris-
ing three different glass 
structures.
“Only white glass was used for 
the 24 curved insulating glaz-
ing units on the exterior of the 
building. In some cases, this 
was combined with ECLAZ 
and ECLAZ ONE coatings 
to maximise transparency 
and light transmission while 
ensuring optimal thermal in-
sulation,” says Martin Lenz.

The curved glass under-
went various long-term 
tests on ageing behaviour, 
dew point and gas con-
centration over a period 
of more than six months 
before installation and ac-
ceptance by the client, in 
order to prove the perfor-
mance and reliability of the 
spacer.
‘In a constantly changing 
world, adaptability is the key 
to success,’ explains Joachim 
Stoss of Edgetech. ‘Super 

Spacer provides our custom-
ers with the means to react to 
current market requirements 
and proactively shape future 
trends.’

ABOUT EDGETECH 
EUROPE GMBH 

Edgetech Europe GmbH, located in Heinsberg, Germany, 
is a fully-owned subsidiary of Quanex Building Products 
Corporation, (NYSE: NX) a global, publicly traded 
manufacturing company primarily serving OEMs in the 
fenestration, cabinetry, solar, refrigeration and outdoor 
products markets. Edgetech Europe GmbH services markets 
in continental Europe with a total of 490 employees and 
17 extruders. The company prides itself in being ‘A Part 
of Something Bigger’ by improving the performance and 
aesthetics of end products through continuous innovation, 
helping customers achieve greater production efficiencies 
and giving back to communities where we operate. 

Gladbacher Straße 23
52525 Heinsberg - 
GERMANY
Tel: +49-2452-96491-0
info@edgetech-europe.com
www.superspacer.com


