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Milvia Street Campus 
rocks with EDGETECH 
Super Spacer®

Owing to its fully-
automated, com-
pletely grey insu-

lating glass edge seal, the 
new college in downtown 
Berkeley saw its architect’s 
wish become reality - thanks 
also to the building’s eco-
nomical production. Here a 
light grey Super Spacer® bar 
is included in the elegant 
facade solution. As Charles 
Eames famously said: “The 
details are not the details. 
They make the design.” A 
quote with which the major-
ity of architects will doubt-
less agree wholeheartedly, 
details do indeed turn a 
good design into a great one 
- which is also why they’re 
often the key to transform-
ing an idea into reality. In 
the case of the Milvia Street 
Campus, a new school 
building for Berkeley City 
College in California, one 
small detail makes all the 
difference: an insulating 
glass edge seal, in which 
all components from the 
spacer made of textured sili-
cone foam to the butyl and 
silicone seal are grey. Once 
the facade is installed, the 
silicone joints will also fol-
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Promoting sustainability with 

elegantly-blended light grey hues that 

contribute to an ethos of transparent 

design while maximising natural 

light, EDGETECH’s Super Spacer® 

bar continues to yield architectural 

wonders while enhancing energy 

efficiency - seamlessly integrating 

with some of the most celebrated 

facades the world over.

lated urban area, maximis-
ing the amount of daylight 
entering the building was 
a top priority in order to 
optimise the energy effi-
ciency of the lighting. “We 
wanted to create a place 
where people feel welcome 
and cared for, which is why 
the entire design is open 
and transparent,” explains 
Patricia Alarcón, Principal 
Architect at Ratcliff. The 
transparent glass facade 
provides a view of the art-
works inside, which are in-
tended to further enliven 
the building. According 
to Ratcliff, the design re-
sponds to the urban context 
- offering visual transpar-
ency and a system of in-
terconnected social spaces 
that emphasise user inter-
action and collaboration. 
A rooftop terrace on the 
sixth floor provides a place 
to relax outdoors between 
classes.

INSULATING 
GLASS WITH MANY 
FUNCTIONS: 
AESTHETIC, 
DISCREET AND BIRD-
PROOF
Around 1,500 m2 of insulat-
ing glass units with ipasol 
platin 47/27 solar control 
coating were manufactured 
by the AGC Interpane plant 
in Plattling according to the 
specifications released by 
the architects in California. 
A completely grey edge seal 
was intended to lend the 
structural glazing facade an 
appealing lightness, as the 
homogeneous, monolithic 
impression remains unin-
terrupted by black lines. 
In the lower area, the glass 
panes are screen-printed to 
around 30 cm to maintain 
the harmonious appear-
ance of the facade and at 
the same time partially 
obscure the view into the 
interior of the building. Po-
sition five on the glass pane 
is largely printed with an 
etched pattern that is per-

low the colour concept. Al-
though the edge seal will not 
be completely invisible, its 
colour will perfectly blend in 
with the glass facade - giving 
the structural glazing a light, 
and inviting transparency.

ULTIMATE GOAL: 
MAXIMISING 
DAYLIGHT 
INCIDENCE
Here the six-storey building 
replaces an existing build-
ing in downtown Berkeley 
at 2118 Milvia Street. In 
addition to classrooms, it 
will house art studios, a 
library and areas for stu-
dent support and admin-
istration. The building was 
planned and designed by 
Ratcliff Architects as part of 
a design-build partnership 
with XL Construction. CS 
Erectors is responsible for 
both facade consultation 
and installation. Due to its 
location in a densely-popu-

ceptible to birds to prevent 
collisions. For the Milvia 
Street Campus project, the 
insulating glass units were 
produced fully automatically 
in the insulating glass line us-
ing 24 mm Super Spacer®  
T-Spacer™ SG spacers in 
light grey as well as grey butyl 
and grey silicone. 

FULLY-AUTOMATIC 
BUTYL CHANGES 
IN THE INSULATING 
GLASS LINE
“Although a completely grey 
edge seal is not the standard, 
it is becoming an increasing-
ly important topic for many 
architects when it comes to 
structural glazing facades 
for aesthetic reasons,” con-
firms Daniel Bruckelt, Pro-
duction Manager at AGC 
Interpane in Plattling. “The 
architects also wanted a grey 
edge seal for some of our 
major projects, such as the 
modernization of Two Bry-
ant Park in New York and 
The Shard in London. Al-
though we can change the 
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colour of the Super Spacer 
from black to grey at will, it 
was of course unthinkable 
that grey and black butyl 
would be extruded through 
the same nozzles,” he con-
tinues. Until then, the sim-
ple and fully automatic 
changeover between differ-
ent coloured butyl within 
the insulating glass line was 
not possible due to the tech-
nology. Glaston therefore 
developed a customised 
solution for AGC Plattling 
that is unique in the world. 
“The double-head applica-
tor for the automatic ap-
plication of Super Spacer 
spacers with butyl applica-
tion on both sides was given 

a butyl switch, so to speak. 
We can now also apply grey 
butyl fully automatically 
via a second feeder without 
any effort,” explains Daniel 
Bruckelt.

SUPER SPACER® 
SUPPORTS 
EFFICIENCY AND 
QUALITY IN 
FULLY-AUTOMATED 
INSULATING GLASS 
PRODUCTION
“Customers such as AGC 
Interpane show that the 
Super Spacer bar system 
is optimised for automat-
ed insulating glass pro-
duction - both because of 
the precise, sharp-edged 
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application and because 
of the production-related 
advantages,” says Joachim 
Stoss, Vice President In-
ternational Sales IG at  
Edge-tech/Quanex. The flex-
ible Super Spacer® essen-
tially consists of a structural 
foam. As it is applied from 
the roll, process steps such 
as cutting to size, bend-
ing, and filling with des-
iccant are no longer nec-
essary compared to rigid 

systems. In contrast to 
thermoplastic systems, it 
is not applied under high 
heat and therefore high 
energy consumption. The 
properties of flexible spac-
ers are also helpful in the 
production and handling 
of large and heavy panes 
with gaps between panes 
of up to 32 mm (up to 28 
mm in automatic process-
ing). As the edge seal is 
immediately stable after 

application, it does not 
move when lifted and the 
insulating glass units can 
be packaged immediately 
after production. Super 
Spacer® can be processed 
with all common sealants 
such as hot melt butyl, 
polyurethane, silicone, 
and polysulphide. The 
manufacturer’s guarantee 
is not linked to the use of 
a specific secondary seal-
ant. Super Spacer® also 

scores with another detail: 
the metal-free warm edge 
technology optimises the 
efficient thermal insula-
tion of buildings. With a 
heat transfer coefficient Ψ 
of up to 0.029 [W/mK], 
the warm edge Super 
Spacer® is one of the most 
energy-efficient spacers 
and is, of course, passive 
house certified. 

Edgetech Europe  
    GmbH

Gladbacher Strasse 23
52525 Heinsberg - GERMANY

Tel.: +49-2452-964910
Fax: +49-2452-9649111
E-mail: info@edgetech-europe.com

www.superspacer.com

ABOUT EDGETECH EUROPE  
Located in Heinsberg, Germany, Edgetech Europe GmbH is a fully-owned subsidiary 
of Quanex Building Products Corporation, (NYSE: NX) a global, publicly-traded 
manufacturing company primarily serving OEMs in the fenestration, cabinetry, solar, 
refrigeration and outdoor products markets. Edgetech Europe GmbH services markets 
in continental Europe with a total of 490 employees and 17 extruders. The company 
considers itself ‘A Part of Something Bigger’ by improving the performance and aesthetics 
of end products through continuous innovation, helping customers achieve greater 
production efficiencies and giving back to communities where it operates. 
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