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'Circular economy:
'FEVE unpacks
current EU
packaging

As the EU’s Packaging and Packaging Was.,te Reg .
(PPWR) undergoes significant political scrutlr.\y, packaging
and waste management are currently belr.\g thrc.ushed
out among Brussels’ key priorities. Here FEVE mvestlg.a.tes
the potential implications of the proposec.i PPWR I‘eV|SI(()):
for glass packaging, ds well as its potential effects up
brands, retailers, businesses and consumers.
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ECYCLABILITY:
R MEETING CIRCULAR

ECONOMY TARGETS
Glass is a material that exhibits
endless recyclability, serving as a
remarkable testament to the suc-
cess of recycling efforts. Over the
past six decades, glass recycling
has witnessed substantial growth
- achieving exceptional collection
rates of 80 percent within the
European Union (EU), which

G l a SS positions it as one of the foremost

) recycled packaging materials. By
- m a t e r -t al harnessing an increased supply
}S a : of recycled glass for production
cycles the reduction of virgin

¥
that S resources and carbon dioxide

emissions is attainable - simul-




taneously conserving energy. As
evinced by statistics indicating
an upward trajectory, the average
glass bottle or jar now contains
an impressive 52 percent recy-
cled content.

The European Commission’s
proposal for the Packaging and
Packaging Waste Regulation
(PPWR) marks a significant stride
towards ensuring that only recy-
clable packaging enters the EU
market. By 2030, all packaging in
the market must be designed for
recyclability, with harmonised cri-
teria introduced to ensure effec-
tive collection, sorting and large-
scale recycling. Packaging will be
categorised into A-E recyclability
performance grades - with grade
E packaging phased out by 2030.
This grading system will also
serve as the foundation for eco-
modulation of Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) fees, adjust-
ing fees according to product
recyclability. While FEVE strong-
ly supports this emphasis upon
recyclability, it believes further
steps can be taken. Closed-loop
recycling, an essential component
of a functional Circular Economy,
must be recognized as a crucial
measure to ensure packaging in

the market is continuously made
from recycled materials instead of
virgin resources. This approach
would guarantee the highest recy-
cled content in available packag-
ing. Furthermore, it is important
to acknowledge that not all pack-
aging materials exhibit equal recy-
clability. New regulations should
acknowledge the accomplish-
ments of such ‘permanent mate-
rials’ as glass to encourage waste
reduction that promotes high-
quality closed-loop recycling.
waste reduction targets - a high
priority to ensure a level-playing
field and equal commitment to all
materials.

Glass, alongside steel and alu-
minium, qualifies as a perma-

nent material that can undergo
endless recycling within a closed
loop, essentially retaining its
intrinsic characteristics through-
out the process. Furthermore,
glass exhibits virtual inertness,
which ensures its suitability as
a food-safe packaging material
regardless of its previous con-
tents. These exceptional attrib-
utes enable glass to seamlessly
integrate into a closed-loop recy-
cling system. This guarantees its
sustained quality and functional-
ity in subsequent cycles.

Close the Glass Loop strives
to bring together the entire value
chain to accomplish a target col-
lection rate of 90 percent for
glass packaging by 2030 - an
objective that aligns with EU
circularity and climate neutral-
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ity commitments, and so neces-
sitates increased and improved
collection efforts to facilitate
glass recycling. To support the
packaging recyclability require-
ments outlined in the PPWR it’s
crucial that measures stimulating
investments in collection, sorting
and recycling infrastructure be
implemented Europewide. Here
the manner in which packaging
is collected directly impacts the
quantity and quality of recycla-
ble materials obtained. As such,
separate collection and sorting
procedures come as fundamental
prerequisites for ensuring high-
quality recycling processes as
well as adherence to the recycla-
bility criteria.

Mindful of the above, FEVE
deems it opportune for policy-
makers to:
® Incorporate closed-loop recy-

cling into the A-E recyclabil-

ity performance grades -spe-
cifically as A and B grades- in
order to increase the presence
of recycled packaging in the
market. This, in turn, should

lead to reduced Extended

Producer Responsibility (EPR)

fees - serving as an incentive

for progress.

® Exhibit greater ambition
regarding the definition of
closed-loop recycling, high-
quality recycling and scaled-
up recycling. This includes
advancing the timeline for

recyclability criteria to 2030

rather than to 2035.

@ Ensure that packaging is col-
lected, sorted, and recycled to

a significant scale in Member

States that represent at least 90

percent of the EU population -

thereby surpassing the current
proposal of 75 percent.
® Recognize the existence of

Permanent Materials that

retain their intrinsic properties

to facilitate high-quality recy-
cling within closed-loop sys-
tems. This recognition would
contribute to minimising the
use of virgin raw materials.

® Promote separate collecting by
establishing a mandatory recy-
cling rate of 90 percent for all
packaging materials.

As European legislation impos-
es increasingly stringent require-
ments upon recycling and sus-
tainability data, brands and retail-

ers must guarantee the genuine
recyclability of their products
and effectively communicate as
much. Today PPWR proposals
present an untapped opportu-
nity to prioritise recyclability. It’s
essential that EU policymakers
demonstrate courage in defining
recycling for the packaging that
we rely upon daily - an approach
that can transform the PPWR
into a catalyst to encourage pro-
ducers and the entire value chain
to enhance the collection and
recycling of glass, moving closer
to the 90 percent collection target
by 2030 while reducing packag-
ing waste within the EU. Given
the urgency of the matter, there
is no time to waste.
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