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GERRESHEIMER

showcasing company and 
product developments – globally
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In its position as a leader in 
the supply of products to the 
pharma and healthcare indus-

try, Gerresheimer has a com-
prehensive product portfolio that 
includes pharmaceutical packag-
ing and products for the safe, 
simple administration of medi-
cine, as well as containers for 
liquid and solid pharmaceuticals 
with closure and safety systems.

GLASS IN THE PHARMA 
INDUSTRY
Important collaboration

High-quality injection vials are 
one of Gerresheimer’s special-
ties and are in demand across 
the world. They are produced 
in production sites in Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. In 
2013, Gerresheimer launched its 
global machine strategy with the 
aim of creating a consistently 
high standard of vial produc-
tion. Individual projects are now 
allowing for fine-tuning at vari-
ous production sites.

Gerresheimer’s RTF vials are 
supplied using the well-known 
Ompi EZ-Fill® packaging for-
mat, allowing customers to pur-
chase identically packaged sterile 
injection vials from two different 
manufacturers.

Two manufacturers –  
one packaging type

Gerresheimer’s two areas of 
expertise – the glass forming of 
vials from tubular glass and the 
ready-to-fill processing of prefill-
able glass syringes – will also be 
combined with recognized Ompi 
EZ-Fill packaging technology for 
the new Gx RTF vials. The Gx 
RTF vials are washed, packed 
in trays or in nests and tubs and 
sterilized before being delivered 
to pharmaceutical customers. 
They can then be filled straight 
away without the need for any 
further steps in the process. 

“Our new injection vials meet 
our customers’ increasing desire 
for comprehensive solutions. By 

Already in this first quarter of 2018, 

Gerresheimer’s event agenda is 

extremely busy: CPhI Worldwide and 

Pharmapack just to name a few. And at 

these important shows, the company 

presents its innovations for the pharma 

sector. In this article we take a look at 

some of the most recent developments 

that the company has made in terms 

of products, but also regarding growth 

and financial aspects.
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setting up a standardized pack-
aging platform for sterile vials, 
we are making the process much 
simpler for the customer,” says 
Andreas Schütte, Member of the 
Management Board for Plastics 
& Devices at Gerresheimer. 

Flexibility through various 
packaging configurations

The new product currently 
exists in the 2R, 6R, and 10R 
(4-13.5 ml) formats in nests and 
tubs as well as in formats ranging 
from 2R and 6R (4-10 ml in tray. 
Further formats will follow. The 
new packaging solution allows the 
vials to be used from the develop-
ment phase of new medications to 
small or large-scale production.

“We are very happy that 
Gerresheimer is adopting our 
leading technology. Our scal-
able solution gives the customer 
more flexibility, enhances quality 
and safety, and reduces time to 
market,” says Mauro Stocchi, 
General Manager Pharmaceutical 
Systems Division of the Stevanato 
Group. 

TOP QUALITY REQUIREMENTS
Gx® Elite Glass Vials

This range by Gerresheimer 
sets new standards for type I 
vials made from borosilicate 
glass. Gx Elite glass vials are 
a premium-quality, zero-defect 
product thanks to comprehensive 
optimization of the conversion 
process, which prevents glass-to-
glass- and glass-to-metal-contact 
throughout the entire process 
chain. 

The Gx RTF injection vials 
are made from borosilicate glass 
type I. They meet all established 
requirements of the applicable 
ISO standards and pharmaco-
poeias (USP and Ph. Eur.). By 
using the Ompi EZ-Fill packag-
ing formats, the risk of glass-to-
glass contact, which could result 
in breakages, cosmetic defects, 
and particle contamination is 
minimized. 

GERRESHEIMER 
reports strong fourth quarter  

after difficult first nine months
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“Our Gx Elite vials are set-
ting new standards when it 
comes to quality,” says Jens 
Heymann, Senior Vice President 
Europe & Asia Tubular Glass 
at Gerresheimer, underlining 
the major difference that avoid-
ing glass-to-glass contact in the 
production process can have 
on vial quality. The highly shat-
ter-resistant vials are extreme-
ly durable and free of cosmet-
ic defects. They also boast an 
incredibly robust structure, while 
their resistance to delamination 
protects the drug inside. Simple 
handling and a range of packag-
ing options ensure that Gx Elite 
vials can be supplied for end-to-
end use on various filling lines. 
For customers, this means lower 
costs and higher quality.

Outlook
-

-
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ABOUT STEVANATO GROUP
The Stevanato Group was 

founded in 1949 and has since 
developed systems, processes, 
and services that guarantee the 
integrity of parenteral drugs. It 
comprises two operational divi-
sions to supply the pharmaceu-
tical industry: Pharmaceutical 
Systems with Ompi, a leading 
manufacturer of glass primary 
packaging, and Balda, a special-
ist in plastic products and appli-
cation instruments; Engineering 
Systems with Spami, Optrel, 
InnoScan, and SVM, which 
specializes in glass processing 
and control systems as well as 
assembly and packaging solu-
tions.

ABOUT OMPI, A STEVANATO 
GROUP BRAND

At its sites in Italy, Slovakia, 
Mexico, China and Brazil, Ompi 
produces a broad range of glass 
primary packaging from tradi-
tional products like vials and 
ampoules to high-quality prod-
ucts like syringes and cartridges 
for autoinjectors and pen injec-
tors. Vials, cartridges and syring-
es are also available in  sterile 
and ready-to-fill format (Ompi 
EZ-fill®).

INTELLIGENT DEFECT 
RECOGNITION

All of Gerresheimer’s tubular 
glass plants that produce vials 
work with standardized moni-
toring, inspection, and packag-
ing technologies, which essen-
tially comprise the Gx G3 and Gx 
RHOC systems. The inspection 
systems, for one, are developed 
in house and form part of a close-
knit testing system that ensures 
the highest precision and quality 
assurance in line with the lat-
est standards. Complete with five 
HD cameras, the Gx G3 inspec-
tion system makes sure that cos-
metic defects are identified reli-
ably, for instance. The intelligent 
software detects and classifies 
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the defects in a few fractions of 
a second, while the Gx RHOC 
system ensures dimensional qual-
ity with three HD matrix cameras 
on each side and a hypercentric 
ID camera.

Injection vials set the bench-
mark for primary packaging for 
parenteral drugs. Gerresheimer’s 
vials come in all sizes and com-
ply with the relevant interna-
tional standards and pharma-
copoeias. The company’s range 
includes solutions for bioengi-
neered drugs and other special-
ist pharmaceuticals.

CERTIFIED TO THE ISO 15378 
STANDARD

High-quality injection vials 
are one of Gerresheimer’s spe-
cialties and are produced in pro-

duction sites in Asia, Europe, 
and the Americas. In 2013, 
Gerresheimer launched its glob-
al machine strategy with the 
aim of creating a consistently 
high standard of vial production 
ns in this respect, the sites in 
Bolesławiec in Poland and the 
new plant in Kosamba, India, 
have now certified their process-
es to the ISO 15378 standard. 
At Gerreshimer's Chinese plant 
in Danyang, a new converting 
machine for the production of 
injection vials has been installed.

“Our customers are attest-
ing to the success of our glob-
al machine strategy, which we 
launched in 2013. Across the 
world, we produce vials that 
exceed industry standards in 
terms of both cosmetics and 
dimensions. Certification in 
accordance with the ISO 15378 
standard is a basic requirement 
for our quality systems,” says 
Jens Heymann, Global Vice 
President Finance & Controlling 
and Senior Vice President 
Europe & Asia Tubular Glass.

Injection bottles, also known 
as vials, form the majority of 

Gerresheimer’s pharmaceutical 
glass packaging. They are amongst 
the world’s most popular pack-
aging solutions for injectables. 
Gerresheimer produces them in 
specialized sites in the Americas, 
Asia, and Europe in filling volumes 
of between 1 and 50 ml.

ISO 15378 FOR A HIGH 
GMP STANDARD

ISO 15378 applies to pri-
mary packaging that comes into 
direct contact with medication. 
The standard covers all materi-
als commonly used to make pri-
mary packaging such as glass, 
rubber, aluminium, and plastic. 
ISO 15378 gives all manufac-
turers that produce or package 
such materials themselves an 
opportunity to secure a high 
GMP standard and gain inter-
national acceptance at an early 
stage. Suppliers of primary 
packaging for pharmaceutical 
products benefit from the fact 
that the standard incorporates 
all the relevant GMP require-
ments and facilitates compliance 
with international, European, 
and national law. 

Klaus-Bungert-Straße 4
40468 Düsseldorf

Germany
Tel: +49 – 211 – 618100

Fax: +49 – 211 – 6181295
E-mail: info@gerresheimer.com

www.gerresheimer.com
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