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GPS
a strong future 

for BGC with 
German-made 

IS machines

In its move to increase 

production, BG Container Glass 

Company Limited is building a 

new factory, with IS machines 

and state-of-the-art technology 

from GPS Glasproduktions-

Sevice GmbH. Installing this very 

latest technology will facilitate 

growth, improve efficiency and 

ensure the profitable future of the 

container glass manufacturer.

COMMITTING  
TO INNOVATION

BG Container Glass 
Company Limited (BGC), a sub-
sidiary of Bangkok Glass Public 
Company Limited, is planning 
to manufacture around 144,000 
additional tons of container glass 
in 2018. To achieve this ambi-
tious objective, the leading Asian 
container glass manufacturer is 
building a new factory, Ratchaburi 
Glass Industry Company Limited, 
in Ratchaburi Province, Thailand. 
BGC is also making a commit-
ment to innovation by entrusting 
GPS Glasproduktions-Service 
GmbH with the installation of 
IS machines and state-of-the-art 
technology at its new Ratchaburi 
factory. IS machine specialist 
GPS was awarded the contract 
for this large-scale project with Servo parallel Shear with CD 3” for TG convertible to DG



Glasproduktions-Service GmbH, 
offers both module adaptations 
and all-inclusive solutions to cus-
tomers. In this project for its 
longstanding international cus-
tomer BGC, it is again demon-
strating its commitment to being 
a full-service provider. A new 
container glass factory is cur-
rently being built in Photharam 
District, which is located in 
Thailand’s Ratchaburi Province. 
Five new IS machine lines at the 
Ratchaburi Glass Industry Co. 
Ltd. factory will commence the 
heating up for its starting from 

July 2018. The double and triple 
gob IS machines at the new facil-
ity are entirely GPS-made – from 
servo feeder up to cross conveyor 
and stacker, including the control 
and drive system. Supplying all 
the equipment for the new fac-
tory is one of the biggest projects 
that GPS has ever undertaken, 
and it confirms the robustness of 
the German IS machine special-
ist. However, in a project of this 
size, the IS machines themselves 
and the implementation phase 
aren’t the only important aspects. 
GPS has to effectively collabo-
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its innovative, tailor-made solu-
tions and comprehensive service 
portfolio. It will be supplying and 
commissioning five new hot-end 
IS machine lines and providing 
extended post-installation sup-
port. This new, ultra-modern and 
efficiently equipped factory will 
enable BGC to continue building 
its leadership in Thailand and in 
the Asian market.

OFFERING BOTH MODULE 
ADAPTATIONS AND  
ALL-INCLUSIVE SOLUTIONS

IS machine expert, GPS 

TG 4 ¼” under glass ready to produce in DG and TG



glass machinery plants & accessories 1/2018 35

rate with the customer, which 
involves in-depth discussions and 
idea sharing before the project 
kicks off, as well as comprehen-
sive employee training, start-up 
support and long-term support. 
This overall concept, which is 
also being applied in the large-
scale BGC project, reflects the 
GPS ‘everything under one roof’ 
philosophy. It was this quality 
that enabled GPS to secure the 
contract. The core project phase 
will be completed by August 
2018. It’s an ambitious target 
considering that the project only 

commenced in May 2017, but 
GPS isn’t concerned. “We’re 
confident that we can close out 
the project on time and within 
budget,” said GPS CEO Rolf 
Themann.

THE VERY LATEST  
IS MACHINES  
FOR THE NEW FACTORY

GPS’s innovative strength and 
technical excellence have devel-
oped strongly since the manage-
ment buyout almost two years 
ago. Very soon after becoming 
an independent company the IS 
machine expert had a genuine 
innovation push and registered 
numerous new patents. Now 
GPS is exploiting these strengths 
in the BGC project. The majority 
of the IS machines have mod-
ern servo technology. They also 
incorporate new mechanisms and 
processes such as the Proko gob 
weight control system. All mod-
ules are configured for plant’s 
specific requirement situation. 
“We want to help BGC to move 
forward in its market with our 
state-of-the-art IS machines. We 
always source the optimum tech-
nical solution for the customer, 
whether it’s standard or custom-
made,” explained Rolf Themann. 
The additional production capac-
ity provided by the new factory, 
plus the use of ultra-modern and 
efficient GPS technology, will 

continue BGC as being the mar-
ket leader.

The very latest technology 
facilitates growth, improves effi-
ciency and ensures the profitable 
future of the container glass sec-
tor. However, for this to happen, 
the factory personnel need the 
necessary technical know-how. 
That’s where GPS’s full-service 
support comes in. To provide 
the machine operators with the 
best possible training before the 
IS machines are commissioned, 
GPS sets up a training station 
that is used both for training and 
testing purposes. BGC addition-
ally will benefit from the long-
term support that GPS provides. 
“We continue working with our 
partners after the installation of 
our IS machines to ensure that 
the customer doesn’t experience 
any initial problems with GPS 
technology. So we’ll be support-
ing BGC for another 12 months 
after the IS machines are put 
into operation there,” explained 
Themann.

INNOVATION AND STABILITY
In a complex project such as 

the equipment of a new produc-
tion facility, innovation and tech-
nical excellence aren’t the only 
things that count. “This kind of a 
large-scale project involves a lot 
of coordination. There are fun-
damental decisions to be made, 

BG CONTAINER GLASS 
COMPANY LIMITED

BGC is one of the leading and most advanced manufacturers of container 
glass in Asia.

factories with a combined production capacity of 3,335 tons per day. 
That corresponds to around 12-17 million glass bottles. BGC isn’t just the 
largest container glass manufacturer in Thailand, but also in the entire 
ASEAN region. It manufactures glass packaging products for the dome-
stic and international food & beverages markets and also offers a range 
of other packaging materials.
Recently, Bangkok Glass Public Company Limited, the parent company of 

for construction and automotive industry aiming to be the Total Glass 
Solution provider.

Rolf Themann, MBA, 
Managing Director GPS
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ABOUT GPS 

GLASPRODUKTIONS-SERVICE GmbH
GPS is a leading German-based developer and supplier of IS machines 
catering to the needs of the international container glass manufacturing 
industry. The full-service provider’s product portfolio includes IS machi-
nes and components, servo mechanisms, feeders and conveyors as well 
as control and drive systems for various applications. It also provides 
consultancy and training services to customers in the container glass 
manufacturing industry.
GPS develops customised and standard solutions for individual projects, 

required, because all-inclusive solutions don’t always meet the container 
glass manufacturers’ requirements. Sometimes, all an IS machine needs 
is a professional upgrade or the replacement of individual components 

knowledge and its self-imposed standards of excellence, GPS develops 
optimum solutions in perfect quality for customers around the globe at 
unbeatable value for money.

Ruhrglasstrasse 50
45329 Essen - Germany

Tel.: +49 - 201 - 36 00-771
Fax: +49 - 201 - 36 00-737
E-mail: info@gps-essen.de

www.gps-essen.com

GPS 
GLASPRODUKTIONS-

SERVICE GMBH

such as the choice of machine 
and the level of technology. Our 
customers trust us to draw on 
our vast experience and help 
them make those decisions,” 
said Rolf Themann, describing 
the project framework. GPS has 
been in business for almost one 
hundred years, so it profits from 
profound sector expertise, cou-
pled with innovativeness, fast 
responses and exceptionally close 
customer relationships. Those 
are important decision factors 
for container glass manufactur-
ers and one of the key factor in 
persuading BGC to choose GPS 
as its partner in this project. “Our 
customers know that GPS is a 
stronger and more dependable 
partner than ever before, that it 
is committed to technical and 
operational excellence, provides 
innovative solutions and delivers 
German-made quality products, 
technology and service,” said 
Themann, adding: “This under-
standing of quality and partner-
ship, paired with our flexibility 
and engaging approach, earned 
us the trust of BGC and secured 
us the contract”. 

Perfect GOB loading into 
the Blank Moulds with 
new TT Delivery system




